- PROFESSIONAL

Plating

e

A STRIKING

January 2026

Electronic Newsletter

Manufacturing Month

A Across the country, manufacturing is celebrated during the month of
October.

o — To showcase what we do here at

| W = Professional Plating, we hosted

several groups of Seniors from

; Brillion High School to tour our

) . facility and learn just a little about
our manufacturing processes. The
hope is that by introducing
students to an inside look at local

v ; , manufacturing businesses, they

= o = | may consider a career in

' ~ manufacturing.

-

Shown is Bob Zipperer, Engineering and Quality Manager, explaining our
Powder Paint process to one of the student groups.

Coats for Kids

A Most of the state of Wisconsin is finally seeing the extreme cold
weather from their rear view mirror! The sub-zero temperatures and
dangerous wind chills we experienced can cause frost bite in just 10 to 15
minutes and hypothermia can set in once the body loses heat faster than it
can produce it. Although all of us need to be prepared for such conditions,
it is the vulnerable population and those with inadequate shelter who are at
the highest risk. Thankfully, many communities have resources to assist in
these situations.

In October, the Team
at Professional
Plating also played a
hand in preparing for
the upcoming cold
weather with our
annual Coats for Kids
collection. Our efforts
allowed us to donate
61 winter jackets to
the Salvation Army
Bread of Life Center in
Chilton, to serve
those in need in our
area.




Team Member Spotlight

Aaron Barr
Powder Team Coordinator

A I started full time with PPI back in 2002 in Zinc and moved up through
several positions to Zinc Team Leader in 2006. In 2012 I pursued a change
to move to Powder Coat Sales Estimator Planner which allowed me to gain
knowledge in our pricing, specifications, and powder capabilities. Wanting
to again oversee line operations, I accepted the role of 2"¢ shift Powder
Coat Team Leader in 2014 where I was instrumental in many continuous
improvements within the Powder department, including new tooling
designs and custom masking. I had direct involvement with the Specialty
coatings side of our business and played a key role in many process and
equipment gains. In late 2024 I took on a new role as Powder Team
Coordinator allowing me even more responsibilities in Powder and a chance
to learn more about our E-coat processes as well.

Outside of work I am active in the community as a volunteer fire fighter,
which I have been doing for 17 years. I enjoy spending time outdoors with
activities such as fishing and hunting, and going on motorcycle or side-by-
side adventures.

ZJelly” the Pig

A I am quite sure that a swine has never taken top billing in an article in
our quarterly newsletter before, so this is a first!

Danny, the son of Joe Gauthier who is one of our
CDL drivers, was proud to show his pig “Jelly” at
the Brown County Fair back in August (pictured).
After the market sale, Professional Plating became
the new owner of this pig and our Team was later
treated to a lunch featuring brat patties “courtesy
of Jelly”.

This meal was part of our Fall Bucket Raffle
Fundraiser. For our bucket raffles, we ask our
Team to donate raffle items and also purchase
tickets to win those items. The money raised is
then used to purchase holiday gifts for families in
need.
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Professional
Plating respects
the time and
privacy of our
customers. In no
way is this
update meant to
be spam mail.

If you no longer
wish to receive a
quarterly
electronic update
from Professional
Plating, please
click the
following link.

To Opt Out

As part of the fundraiser and food day, we also encouraged our Team to
“Wear Pink” in support of breast cancer awareness. Pictured below are
some of our Team (Material Handling, Office and Powder) who were decked
out in PINK.

Bringing Holiday Joy!

A You may have told a child that there is as much joy in giving as there
is in receiving, and they likely didn’t believe you. As adults however, we
understand the long-lasting happiness we feel when we are able to give to
others.

Our Team understands this in a big way! As we started to look ahead to the
holidays, we had a small group of volunteers who, armed with lists and a
budget, set out to purchase items for the families we were assigned to
through the Salvation Army Adopt a Family program and through the local
police department. Once the gifts were purchased, another small group
handled the wrapping, and then the gifts were loaded up and delivered to
the respective agencies who would get the gifts to the final recipients.

We wish we could see the faces of these recipients on Christmas morning!


mailto:sue.cohen@proplating.com

Being “Present” in our Community

For information A
about The holiday season can bring stress to some who are looking to

Professional achieve the perfect Christmas and whatever that might mean to each of us.
Plating and However, it is sometimes in the simple things that we can find the true joy
general questions and meaning of Christmas.

related to metal

finishing, check In our small community of Brillion (population est 3,300) we are fortunate
the FAQ section of that the local grocery store is willing to host a Salvation Army Red Kettle
our website at: each holiday season. The Kettle would grow cold and dusty with fewer
donations into it, if it were left unattended. However the Team at
Professional Plating stepped up again this year to volunteer, logging 39
one-hour shifts of bell ringing at the Red Kettle. That simple act brings in
more money and in turns allows the Salvation Army to assist more people
with food, financial assistance, school supplies, toys, etc. in the year ahead.
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Frequently Asked
Questions

SHARE Youy jBa®
BLESSINGS, {
BE BLESSED.

Another small “gift” to the Brillion
community this past holiday season
was in the efforts of a few PPI Team
Members who volunteered their time to
participate in the Brillion Public Library
“Library of Lights” event. Local
businesses and organizations were
invited to decorate a tree at the library
and then library patrons were asked to
vote for their favorite tree.
Unfortunately, the PPI tree did not
receive the most votes but many people
in the community were able to enjoy the
whimsy of our “"Bluey” tree.



http://www.proplating.com/faq.php
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Bring on the Party!

A To bring 2025 to a close, we planned some Holiday Fun for our Team.
Getting in the holiday spirit was achieved with some fun dress-up days
including holiday head-wear, favorite holiday movie characters, ugly
holiday sweaters and pajama day.

Our Holiday party event was on Thursday, December 18t". A delicious meal
consisting of beef tips, turkey in gravy, mashed potatoes, green beans,
dinner rolls and various desserts was catered in by Neighborhood Pub &
Grill.

Santa’s sleigh also made its way to PPI and Santa had gift cards for each of
our Team Members.

The Team at Professional Plating would like to Thank
You for being a valued customer. Wishing von a
prosperous, healthy, and successful 2026!

We look forward +o avother year of working together!



